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Investing in Australia’s Indian Ocean Territories 
There are a wealth of attractive investment opportunities in the Indian Ocean Territories (IOT). Tourism is recognised as the lead sector for future development 
in the region. Tourism investment in the IOT is only limited by the imagination. The IOT are internationally recognised for their natural wonders. They are multi-
cultural and multi-lingual with Chinese, Malay and Cocos-Malay communities.

Christmas Island 
Christmas Island has a total land mass of 139 square kilometres with 
nearly two thirds of the island a National Park. The Island is world-famous 
for the unique annual red crab migration, rare and endemic birds, glorious 
deserted beaches, azure waters hiding coral reefs, and lush  
green rainforests.

Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Cocos (Keeling) Islands is a vibrant coral atoll. Cossies Beach has been 
recognised as one of Australia’s best. The golden sands, coconut trees 
and blue lagoon waters combine to create an extraordinary natural 
treasure in the Indian Ocean. Pulu Keeling National Park is home to a 
large variety of bird life, including the endemic Cocos Buff-Banded Rail.
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Proximity to Asia and the Australian mainland
Air services to the IOT are underwritten by the Australian Government, 
ensuring regular, reliable and safe services that support the tourism sector 
and local community. The bi-weekly service travels between the IOT and 
Perth (the capital of Western Australia) providing connections to the rest of 
Australia and the world. Both Christmas Island (CI) and the Cocos (Keeling) 
Islands (CKI) have international airports and the flying time between the two 
Islands is 95 minutes.

Christmas Island is the closest Australian territory to Asia, and is normally 
serviced by regular charter flights from Jakarta (50 minutes) and Kuala 
Lumpur (90 minutes).

There are also regular freight services to the IOT by air and sea. The Australian 
Government has allocated over A$184 million to upgrade the runway on CKI 
and a further A$27.3 million for new port infrastructure on CI.

Regular passenger and freight ferry services connect Home and West  
Islands, the two inhabited Islands on CKI. There are also ferry services to 
Direction Island.

Connectivity,  Social Services 
& Tax Status
Christmas Island is linked to the new Australia-Singapore fibre optic cable 
and telephony on the Cocos (Keeling) Islands is currently being upgraded 
to a 4G/LTE wireless broadband mobile network.

The IOT have Australian-standard services and utilities with first-class health 
clinics and schools as well as reliable power and water. The Australian 
Federal Police are responsible for public safety in both Territories.

As external territories of Australia, the IOT have duty free status and are 
exempt from Australia’s 10% Goods and Services Tax.
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Case Study 
Swell Lodge

Located in the Christmas Island 
National Park and with the 
cooperation of Parks Australia, 
Swell Lodge is a luxury tourism 
experience which has been 
operating since 2018. Awarded 
Ecotourism Australia’s highest 
level of certification in ‘Advanced 
Ecotourism’, as well as a ‘Climate 
Action Business’ reserved for 
exemplary operators for its 
ecological sustainability, natural 
area management and provision of 
authentic experiences, Swell Lodge 
is an example of showcasing and 
developing the stunning natural 
environment of Christmas Island.

endemic species
253

Christmas Island recognised by 
Tourism Australia

Indian Ocean Territories – 
Investment Opportunities

EducationRenewable 
Energy

Food and 
Agri-business

Christmas island

species of crabs 
180+

protected species
110



5INDIAN OCEAN TERRITORIES  |  Investment Prospectus

Case study
Fly Fishing Frontiers

Fly fishing in salt water is fast 
growing in popularity around the 
angling world. With 15.6 square 
kilometres to fish in ‘skinny water’, 
the Cocos (Keeling) Islands is an 
incredible fly-fishing destination. 
Established in 2017, CKI Fly 
Fishing Frontiers is a dynamic, 
environmentally-aware local 
business that provides day tours for 
international visitors to fish for Giant 
Trevally, Trigger Fish and Bonefish.
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Australian  
Government funding

$143
million

Population

2,538

Christmas Island 1,967
Cocos (Keeling) Islands 571

78%

22%

Total weight of  
aviation freight

254.1 
tonnes
Christmas Island

164.1 
tonnes

Cocos (Keeling) Islands

418.2 
tonnes

152
Ships berthed

Total weight of maritime 
freight for both ports

tonnes leavingtonnes incoming
21,931 311,989

Christmas Island 1,798
Cocos (Keeling) Islands 1,874

3,672

Visitors*

51%

49%

Crown Land Release
Successful commencement of the 

Crown land release process on 
Christmas Island

Agriculture Sector
Success in the early 

investigation of the agriculture 
sector on Christmas Island

Industry Sector 
Land available in light industrial area 

on Christmas Island

2019 – 2020

* Please note that the COVID-19 pandemic and associated restrictions has affected 
some statistics in the second half of 2019-20, in particular visitor numbers.

Planning for Investment
The Australian Government has recently approved ten year 
Strategic Plans for CI and CKI till 2030. An independent review 
on tourism in the IOT drawing from international best practice is 
currently underway. 

A strategic land assessment of Christmas Island is being 
conducted by the Australian Government to facilitate the release of 
Crown land and expedite the approval of development proposals.
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Bi-weekly return flights from Christmas Island 
and the Cocos (Keeling) Islands to Perth 

underwritten by the Australian Government

$27.3 million
to replace the crane and mooring 

system on Christmas Island

Where to go from here
The Indian Ocean Territories Regional Development Organisation (RDO) chaired by the Administrator of 
Christmas Island and the Cocos (Keeling) Islands, the senior Commonwealth government representative  
in the IOT, leads the Territories’ investor engagement. The RDO works to attract investment into the IOT.  
The RDO works closely with Australian Government agencies to ensure that investor interest in the IOT is 
coordinated efficiently.

To discover how to invest in this remarkable region of Australia, contact: 

 +61 8 9164 7959 rdo@indianoceanterritories.com.au www.indianoceanterritories.com.au

Transport 
Infrastructure in 
the IOT
In 2018-2019, the Australian Government 
allocated $135 million to the IOT to deliver 
services and build infrastructure. This 
important investment has strengthened island 
economies and promoted investor interest. 
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